
Why We Need a Hub- Community Voices 


‘Cancer Society Nelson Tasman would greatly benefit from a warm, private, fit-for-purpose room at the Tapawera Community Hub. At present, our appointments and support groups are held in the Fire Station, which, while appreciated, is not a suitable long-term space for confidential or sensitive discussions. Many of the people we support are unable to travel long distances due to health, treatment side effects, or limited transport options. Having access to a dedicated space within the Hub would allow our team to provide local, confidential support, reduce travel barriers, and ensure whānau in Tapawera can access essential wellbeing services closer to home.’
· Barbara Kotua, Marketing Coordinator | Kairuruku Whakatairanga
· Cancer Society Nelson Tasman
‘The hub is a bloody good idea, it will give the community somewhere to go, a space for kids to go, get away from their parents for a bit, hang out and play, meaningful activities
There’s a lot of people that need help: counseling, budgeting, cooking on a budget, turning not much into something, support services for kids (fetal alcohol etc). Lots of people don't know what is available- (the hub will) make it really accessible.’
· Raewyn and Darryl Cruttenden


‘I am a local business owner who feels the isolation of working at home solo, and would love to experience a shared working space where I can focus without the distractions of home life. It would be amazing to have this in Tapawera as it would make me feel more connected and inspired and I wouldn't have to drive to town to work in cafes which is what I currently do to have a change of scenery with my work.’
· Hannah Barnes, Holistic Health Coach, A Nourishing Notion


‘It would be cool to have a community hub, especially if there is room for games such
as a pool table or table tennis. There is currently nowhere for young adults to hang
out, other than the small gym.’ 
· Dale Trower, Tapawera-Baton Road


‘Not having to travel into town for appointments would help a lot. Creating a purpose built space that encourages opportunities for workshops or things of interest, especially ones that are beneficial to my life goals would be great.’ 
· Karen Carleton 


‘A Community hub would give the community more opportunities. Having new areas for Welfare Checks and General health services.  New things to make Tapawera a destination for families.’
· Kenzie Laurie (owner of Molly’s Coffee Cart)


‘I want a new hub in Tapawera because the community centre is cold, old, unsafe, smells bad, and is haunted and creepy and unwelcoming. I hate going there with Mum for meetings!’
· Ella Quinlivan, (11 years old)



‘The hub will bring more connectedness into the Community providing a fit for purpose building for people to connect, learn and share information, and for more services to be brought into the Community.  A hub will make Tapawera more appealing for surrounding valleys and neighbouring areas to visit, which will bring more life into the community…’
· Linda Milson (Woodstock). Volunteer driver for NTCTT and a key member of the Garden Club


‘Anything that links town and country whether old or young is beneficial for Tapawera. It keeps our community growing and diverse.’ 
· Elly Shaw


‘I want a hub for Tapawera because our community volunteers deserve it so we can bring everyone to the same place instead of being spread out everywhere.’
· Amanda Beer, Op Shop Manager and Seniors Wellbeing volunteer


‘When I first moved to Tapawera, I struggled to find out about what was going on, and find ways to connect with locals and make new friends. Having one central, pleasant place for information sharing and gathering would make this so much easier and provide opportunities for me to nurture meaningful relationships with my fellow community members.’
· Phoebe Quinlivan, Tapawera Connect team member


‘I think the hub is a good idea. One of the complaints I often hear from rural ratepayers is that too much money is spent in urban areas and what do we get for our rates. This is our chance to get some back with a project that will benefit the whole area.’ 
· David Moulder, Stanley Brook Farmer

‘I support the hub. One thing that’s always turned me off about Tapawera is that all
the shops are in the shade – the morning sun shines onto their back doors instead of
shining through their front windows. By the time the buildings are warm they are
about to close. The new hub could be an example of warmth and solar efficiency by orienting the building for maximum solar gain. Windows could be double glazed and the roof built strong enough for mounting solar panels in a north-facing array. Triple glazing is also affordable these days. Selling power back to the grid has also become feasible and this could be combined with a public display of how much power is being saved.’

· Rob Landau, Wangapeka West Bank Road


‘I am very much in support of the hub because Senior activities require safe warm facilities, where they can expect consistency and a reasonable level of comfort with all their needs met in the one location.’
· Janine Leeden,  Tapawera Connect Seniors Wellbeing Coordinator


‘(It would be great) if we could get funding to rebuild or even put a new one on the hill behind the shearing sheds.’
· Laura Fry


‘We need meeting and appointment rooms as there are very few options for this, especially to hold training.’
· Tamara Eggers



From the LTP submissions:


‘A community Hub would be a great start for providing an up to date unity space outside of the school. Providing a space for short courses, meetings, youth group events or services…. We need to be forward thinking and upgrade facilities in a timely manner to keep up with Health & Safety s and changes and expansion for our community.’
· Karla Te Tau, Tangata Whenua


‘....The hub represents more than just a physical structure. It signifies a significant improvement in the well-being of the Tapawera community. Centralizing health and support services would be particularly beneficial for those currently facing long drives to access them. This project would foster community connection, access to support, and the overall strengthening of Tapawera.’
· Ana Aceves


‘As a long time resident of Tapawera I see a real need for our community to have a meeting place to gather, share and care for each other. A purpose built building offering warmth, space, modern amenities, meeting rooms is a must for Tapawera as all other options around are aging, not accessible and unfit to all our community especially the elderly.’
· Nicola Carleton



I strongly support the Tapawera Community hub as proposed. My family have lived in the area for 110 yrs( myself for 76yrs) and we have witnessed the present buildings slow decline in usability for modern times. I have some regret at the demise of the current building as it was built by my grandmother’s brother and has some significance for our family, however it seems to lock Tapawera into the 1980’s or even earlier. A new purpose built building would spring Tapawera into the 21st century and show some vision for the future, encouraging outside agencies such as health, age care, education, finance and business advice to use a modern warm, inviting and convenient premises and saving much travel to cities. There are indeed other underutilized buildings in Tapawera, all old, tired and hard to maintain, not fully fit for purpose, with questionable access, often requiring a walk across wet grass or mud. The current proposal seems to present a golden opportunity for a large block of funding with the $450k commitment, courtesy of the previous governments spending policy.
· Peter Phillips


‘(We) need a fit for purpose space where our community can come together to learn, connect, and grow. Co-run the Rural Mums group where we have over 40 mothers that would certainly utilise an area like a central hub for our workshops, seminars, and activities. Support such as health care professionals, midwives, perinatal services and physios would be very beneficial to our parents (as well as the community as a whole) and the hub would create a safe environment for those appointments. This would be a valuable resource for the community and allow outside support systems and providers to come and provide the well needed care for our community. I believe that the establishment of the Tapawera Community Hub is not only necessary but also essential for the continued strength and resilience of our community.
· Tamara Eggers


I feel an investment in a community hub for Tapawera would be very beneficial. Being part of the Friends of School, we are involved in a lot of catering fundraisers for weddings to funerals and smaller gathering groups. If there was a proper hub to cater a lot of these functions would make fundraisers a lot easier. Also having a place where different health professionals could come and hold clinics would take a lot of pressure off people and families having to travel so far.
· Vicki Smiler


Wholly support the Tapawera community hub, this area has had minimal investment in community facilities in recent years and its residents are in desperate need of equitable services and space to provide these.
· Lisa Butcher, Kahurangi Midwives


‘Yes please to the Tapawera Hub!! That would be amazing!!’
· Abby Fenemor


‘...I see such an energy in this village, and one of the best things that came out of the past 4 challenging years, since Covid started, is people recognising they need each other, face-to-face. A central gathering place will allow this connectedness to happen.’
· Megan Jordan

 
‘Progressing to an updated building for our small rural area will provide us with a much needed modern space to for meetings and health service providers to feel welcomed here.’
· Michelle Vincent


‘A Hub will support bringing more connection into the Community, a place where people can go for support, wellbeing activities and community events.  Having a purpose built facility will also bring in much needed Health Services to Tapawera which Tapawera Connect are enthusiastic to facilitate.’
· Nicky McCormick


‘....Having a centralised hub for all of our families, I think will improve our community engagement and improve the experience of those in our community. It will also open doors for new opportunities that could be put together or held there, that aren’t able to happen currently, due to space, time and resources. This potential new hub could be the start of some real permanent change. This could create a more open and inviting space for not only those currently involved in the community, but those that hope to be more involved.’
· Sasha Lal


It will give us the ability to have meetings, health services, government agencies, and a drop in information centre. An upgraded Op Shop and a general community meeting place. We don't have any other options.
· Gary Clarke


As a Tapawera area resident of course I prefer that TDC supports the Tapawera Community Hub.
· Heather Spence


The Tapawera Community Hub is integral to ensuring that the needs of a small, relatively isolated community are met. Especially as many families in this area are not wealthy and travel to the more populated areas can be challenging.
· Della Webby


We need a building that is fit for purpose for the community. We have a wide range of residents. Youngsters and teens who need a meeting place along with the elderly who also require wellbeing services and a meeting place for a catchup.
· Dianne Clarke


We believe that investment in all four of these community facilities will contribute to the health and wellbeing of our community. In our work we see that access to suitable facilities for sport, recreation, physical activity groups, and social activities is limited in rural areas.
· Tonia Talbot NBPH


Do you want Council to fund Tapawera Community Hub? Yes.
· Naralee Jelinek


‘(We face) transport challenges to access facilities in urban areas. Parts of Tapawera rank at the highest level of economic deprivation and can't afford transport costs….none of the existing community buildings satisfies all the requirements of comfortable spaces….for all members of the community…’
· Steve Udy, TDCC


For many years I have thought that a central building would make a lot of sense. The current state with numerous buildings meeting specific needs, but isolated from each other. Having one building provides lots of opportunity for social interaction, as well as sharing heating, maintenance and other service costs. It is long overdue.
· Mike Drake


I support the building of a community hub in Tapawera….At some time we all need to have somewhere central to go to to ask our nagging questions, learn about territorial issues, political policy, social contact, health and wellbeing,in a warm and inviting space.’ 
· Geoff Proffit



‘I strongly support the Tapawera Hub project. The Tapawera community does not have the same access to facilities and services that are available in urban areas such as Richmond and Motueka. Some members of the Tapawera community cannot readily afford to drive to Richmond (or Motueka) whenever they need to access services… Not only will a new community hub improve access to health services…it will enhance social connections, improve community well-being, and increase community engagement….All this fits well with one of TDC’s five key strategic priorities for this 10-year plan to help ensure Tapawera be a 'strong, resilient and inclusive community’. Consultation across the Tapawera community as part of the recently completed Tapawera Community Plan identified 20 recommendations for action of which establishing a community hub was one. After these recommendations were prioritised by residents, the community hub received the highest number of responses saying it was important for Tapawera.’
· Gavin Scoble 


‘...I am fully in favour of the Tapawera Hub as a concept, TDC should note that there is some community resistance to the demolition of the existing Community building, so more PR work is needed please.’
· Trish Palmer


‘Because the village is a low socio-economic community means it is more deserving than other suburbs (of a community hub) that have options for meeting spaces and service facilities, reducing the financial drain on families to access the agencies that they so badly need.’
· Wayne Leeden


‘Tapawera is a small community and a community hub would largely benefit and help support local people and families.’
· Julie-Ann Winwood


‘....A Community hub would greatly contribute to Tapawera’s attraction for the future. A place to meet, gather, and for young people to be proud of and use into the future…Public computer access, licensed kitchen facilities and a modern space for workshops and community activities would be amazing…’
· Danny Sugar


‘Community investment is a priority for resilience, cohesiveness, and sense of belonging.’
· Shane Quinlivan


‘ I support the inclusion of funding for the Tapawera Community Hub in year 2 of Tasman District Council's Long Term Plan as I believe that it will be extremely beneficial for the community. Not only will a new hub provide a communal space where community members can go to have meetings and take part in various classes but it will also allow easier access to essential health and wellbeing services which is definitely needed in our rural and elderly communities. A new hub for Tapawera will bring so many new opportunities, experiences and services to the region and the wellbeing of the residents and Tapawera as a whole will greatly benefit from this.’
· Temika Amstad


‘I support a hub for Tapawera.’
-Evan Baigent

‘I have lived in Tadmor Valley for 9 years. I see the great need for a Community Hub.’
-Wayne Leeden 0277769814

I lived in Tapawera for 38 years, leaving a year ago.
I support community connect & the hub
Yes Tapawera has plenty of meeting places - some aren't fit for purpose, some not adequate & 2 or 3 are health hazards and in my opinion should be condemned. The community centre fits all those categories.
A common complaint I've heard "our rates will go up". Whether on not Tapawera gets a new hub, that statement holds no water as unfortunately the rates will continue to rise.
This community centre is not a historical building. It has no likeness to the original or any integrity to what it was built for. An historical building doesnt have a roughcast exterior.
The people who want to see the community centre retained -
1. Where were they 10 year ago when the building was in a better condition to preserve & cost less to upgrade.
2. There has been no mention of where they would get finances from to bring the building up to an acceptable standard.

Thanks
Francine Currie (mfcurrie78@gmail.com)

‘Hi I’m Shaye, I’m a mother of 5 children and I live and work in Tapawera. I support the hub, and I think like many others that this would be amazing for our community and it would be sad to see it not go ahead.’

‘I wholly support the Tapawera Community Hub because our community deserves it. A warm building with space, modern amenities, meeting rooms and easy access for all, especially elderly and those with wheelchairs.’
Sue and Sonny Grant, residents for 8 years in the village

